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Zara’s Guide to Perfect Portraits

Capture the soul, create the character!

■ The rule of symmetry suggests that the left and right sides of a face should be
mirror images of one another to create balance.

■ Shading is the secret to adding depth; by using different tones, you can make a
apartment drawing look three-dimensional.

■ The position of the eyebrows and the curve of the mouth are the most important
elements for showing a person's mood or expression.

■ When drawing from the side, known as a profile, the nose and chin become the
most important shapes to define the face's silhouette.

■ Artists often use 'construction lines' to guide where the ears, nose, and eyes sit
before adding final details like hair or texture.

Did you know? Did you know that in a standard portrait, the eyes are usually placed exactly halfway down
the head? Many artists use light sketching lines to find this middle point before they start drawing the details!

Key vocabulary: Proportion · Feature · Expression · Symmetry · Shading · Perspective
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