BookFlik English | Year 6

A Night of History and Sparks: A Diary Entry for Bonfire
Night

Learning objective: To use descriptive language, historical context, and formal/informal tone to recount a
significant historical commemoration.

Imagine you have just returned home after attending a local bonfire and fireworks display. Using your
knowledge of the 5th of November, write a diary entry from the perspective of an observer witnessing the
event. Focus on sensory imagery and historical reflection. Use the word bank to help elevate your
vocabulary.

Word bank: commemoration - treason - incandescent - cacophony - spectacle - parliamentary - effigy -
silhouette - atmosphere - reminiscence

1. Setting the Scene: Describe the atmosphere at the bonfire. Use sensory language to
explain the sights, sounds, and smells of the event. (4 marks)

2. Historical Reflection: Explain why we celebrate Bonfire Night. Why is it important to
remember the events of 1605? (3 marks)

3. The Spectacle: Describe the fireworks using powerful verbs and adjectives. Compare and
contrast the different colors and shapes you 'saw' in the night sky. (3 marks)

4. Personal Perspective: How did you feel as you watched the fireworks? Explain why these
feelings might have changed throughout the evening. (3 marks)
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5. Critical Thinking: Justify why some people might argue that the traditions of Bonfire
Night have evolved over time. What evidence supports your view? (4 marks)

6. Speculation: What might happen if we stopped commemorating the events of 1605?
Explain the impact this could have on our national history. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Write a short, emotive poem about the 'Gunpowder Plot' from the perspective of Kit
the fox, focusing on the concepts of secrecy, shadows, and the history behind the sparks. Use at least
three words from the word bank.
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