BookFlik Re | Year 6

Bonfire Night: History, Safety, and Reflection

Learning objective: To evaluate the historical origins of Bonfire Night and demonstrate an understanding of
community safety and moral responsibility.

Read each question carefully. Use your knowledge of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605 and modern-day
celebrations to provide thoughtful, well-reasoned answers. Write in full, grammatically correct sentences.

On 5 November 1605, a group of men attempted to destroy the Houses of Parliament in London. The plot
was discovered before the explosives could be ignited, leading to the arrest of the conspirators. Today,
Bonfire Night is a significant event in the British calendar. While it began as a celebration of the King's
survival, it has evolved into a community event involving fireworks, communal fires, and public displays. We
must consider the historical gravity of the events in 1605 alongside the importance of modern-day safety
precautions.

Word bank: Guy Fawkes - Parliament - Treason - Catholic - Protestant - Safety - Commemoration -
Consequences - Perspective

1. Identify the primary motive behind the conspirators' actions in 1605. Why was their plan
considered an act of high treason? (2 marks)

2. Explain why Bonfire Night is still commemorated in the United Kingdom over 400 years
later. What does this reveal about British traditions? (3 marks)

3. Max the monkey is helping his local community organize a fireworks display. If a family
ticket costs £25.50 and individual tickets cost £8.75, calculate the total cost for two adults
and three children. Show your working out. (3 marks)

4. Compare and contrast the way Bonfire Night was celebrated in the 17th century with the
way it is celebrated in modern times. What has changed and what has remained the same?
(4 marks)
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5. Nova the owl is teaching a group about the 'Firework Code'. Justify why it is essential for
citizens to follow strict safety protocols during public displays, even if they have seen
fireworks many times before. (4 marks)

6. What might happen to community cohesion if we stopped celebrating historical events
like the 5th of November? Discuss the importance of remembering historical conflicts in a
peaceful society. (4 marks)

7. Extended Writing Task: Imagine you are a historian writing a report on the legacy of 1605.
Reflect on whether Bonfire Night should remain a focus on the history of the plot, or if it
should transition into a purely community-focused celebration. Provide a balanced
argument to support your view. (5 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene featuring Bea the honeybee explaining the 'Firework Code' to a group
of forest animals. Include at least three clear safety symbols or rules in your illustration.
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Extension challenge: Total: /25. Extension Task: Research a different historical event that is
commemorated annually in another culture. Compare this event to Bonfire Night. How do the themes of
‘remembrance’ and 'community' differ between the two?
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