BookFlik Re | Year 6

Bonfire Night: History and Reflection

Learning objective: To understand the historical origins, cultural significance, and themes of Bonfire Night within the
context of British history and community traditions.

Read the front of each flashcard and test your knowledge of the history and significance of Bonfire Night. Use
these to prepare for a class debate.

What historical event does Bonfire Night

commemorate? Who was Guy Fawkes?

1605, an attempt by a group of provincial English Catholics Plot who was discovered guarding 36 barrels of gunpowder
to blow up the House of Lords. beneath the Houses of Parliament.

Why is it important to consider the concept of 'treason’ Explain why Bonfire Night is still celebrated in the UK

in this historical context?

sovereign. In 1605, the plotters aimed to replace the
monarch, which was considered the ultimate act of betrayal
against the state.

has evolved into a community tradltlon involving f|reworks
and social gatherings, marking the change of seasons.

What might happen if the Gunpowder Plot had been
successful?

Compare and contrast: How do modern celebrations
differ from those in the 17th century?

church serwces today, it is largely a secular community been completely destabilised, likely leading to a period of
event focused on fireworks, sparklers, and public displays. civil unrest or a change in the ruling monarchy.

Justify why firework safety is a crucial part of the How do we show respect for community safety during
modern Bonfire Night tradition. public celebrations?

extremely high temperatures following the Flrework Code displays, and ensuring that any bonflres are supervised
is essential to prevent injury and fire damage to property. and controlled to protect the environment and wildlife.

Describe the symbolism of the bonfire and the 'Guy" What is the significance of the rhyme 'Remember,
remember the fifth of November'?

state, while the tradition of burnlng an effigy (the Guy) the plot was passed down through generatlons
represents the punishment of the conspirators. maintaining the historical memory of the event.
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